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Our mission, vision, and core values

Committed to 5 core values to create a city that is:

• Safe

• Interconnected

• Affordable

• Vibrant

• Innovative

For all

Mission: deliver a high-quality 

transportation system for Seattle

Vision: connected people, 

places, and products
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Division mission

SDOT Maintenance Operations Division 

mission is to provide integrated maintenance, 

emergency response, and stewardship of the 

engineered and natural systems within the 

Right of Way to promote a safe, vibrant and 

interconnected city. 
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Presentation overview
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• Introduction and background

• Street Tree Management and Inventory

• Issues

• Questions



At-a-Glance

Inventory & 

Analysis
Maintenance Planting



9-year Street Tree Management Plan: 

• Simple to 
communicate and 
easy to understand

• Data-driven 
approach

• Expands the use of 
best management 
practices

• Clear performance 
measures
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Tree Collector App



Dutch Elm Disease

Yes, it’s still here, and 

killing trees.

Sanitation

Injections

DED Facts

Image
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Dutch Elm Disease

DED Life Cycle
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Dutch Elm Disease

European Beetle

Injections

Arbotect
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Bronze Birch Borer
• Becoming more 
common in Seattle
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Bronze Birch Borer
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Pupate – Spring

Adults emerge – June/July

Lay Eggs – July / August

Eggs hatch and bore into trees in August



Emerald Ash Borer
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Emerald Ash Borer
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Aphids
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Aphids  - Really!?!?!
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• Typically not plant killers

• Populations spike quickly

• Weakened plants can be more susceptible 

to other problems

• Honeydew can be a public relations issue, 

which puts pressure on the landscape 

manager to act



The Real Problem?

Death by 1,000 cuts

Uninformed property 

owners & untrained 

tree cutters



The Real Problem?

Death by Excess….

Too much of a good 

thing.  



The Real Problem?



The Real Problem?

Always work with professionals….



Questions?

nolan.rundquist@seattle.gov | (206) 684-TREE (8733)

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/forestry.htm

www.seattle.gov/transportation


